By VICTORIA LASSONDE
hey say the more things change,
the more they siay the same. but
the Long Beach Island of the 1950
sure was a different place from the
unc we know and love today. For one
thing, it was a quieter place, with far
fewer homes and faces. That was the
Islind Jackie and Kingston Sparks
knew as Kids. It's where they met,
got married and raised a fumily,
The Sparks family has owned
Howard's  Seafood  Restaurant
th Beach Haven Terrace for 60 summers, The onigmal owners,
Kihgsion's parenis, Howard nnid Virginia Sparks, bought it from
Berl Dennis when it was o luncheonette, with JUSE & counter and

4w tables.” Jackie said. They opened the restaurant as Howard's
in 490

Howard, Ginny and Kingston had relocated to the Island from
Camden Couinty about two vears earlier. when Kingston was
a third-gradert, Prior 10 that. \he family had ofico come 1o Long
Beach Island (o vacation and camp at the south end.

Howard, as both a businessman and a builder, was resourceful
1 driven to succeed. As Kingston recalled. two ol his father's
grentest hoves were fishing and cooking, so opening Howard's
Seafood was 4 logical move.

Iralso made sense that Howard was a pariner in a pound fishery
1 the carly “50s — one of the lust pound fishing operations on the
y Last Coast, as w maer of facy, along with Ted Kassner and Tonnes
0 Belind whit is now the G. Anderson Agency but closer to

heach there were about 10 shacks. occupied by “Norwegian

Buys - gigantic gentle Swedes,” ag Kingston recalled. The boats
were pulled oul to sea by long cables attached 1o bulldozers
(1nstead of horses); a crowd would gather al 5:30 a.m. to watch the
spectacle, Jackie added

The earliest signs outside the restaurant proudly advertised
Chicken in the Basket, n popular dish in that era. Another one
ol his specialties was turtle soup, Jackie recalled. Jackie’s family.
(00, settled on LBI, aboul three years afier the Sparkses, when she
was in filth grade

Kingston and Jackie knew each other as classmates al Long
Beach Island Grade School and then at Barnegat High School
and, finally, as graduates of Southern Regional, in 1959 and '60.
respectively. It was right around 1960 that lackie began working ar
Howard's a5 a waitress, Kingston, meanwhile, was doing a little bit
afeverything to help his dad. including frying and prepping food
and cooking all day.

Thanks 10 Howard's carpentry skills, he made whatever
repairs, renovations and additions were necessary in the 16 vears
he ram the restaurant. Sadly, Howard died suddenly in 1966, at the
age of 48,

One of the last major improvements to the restaurant was
sometime in the "80s, Kingston said, with the addition of the
sccond Hoor. A big collage now hangs in the resia
the changes that have taken place over time.

During the infamous nor'easier of March 1962, Jackie was
working in Linwood. She had made i in to work on the dav the
storm hit, but she couldn't gct back home. She ol as [.1r‘a5 a
triend’s house in Parkertown and stayed there
to get back onto the Island.

o maintain some semblance of order and eant rol, people were
1ssued passes to get on and off the Island, she said. They had 1o

urant, ::hmvml.__-

until 1t was possible
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show proof that they lived or owned
a home on the Island in order to
cross the bridge

“ltwas eerie, 1n a way,” she said.

You just didn't even want (o look

at the destruction. You sort of hated
o look at it™ The cleanup process
ook a very long time.

Jackie also remembers being a
bystander at the Lucy Evelyn fire in
1972, which she described as “the
most solema thing ever.”

“We were all just standing there,
and everyone was in shock ™

I'hough sad memories always
seem to stand out in memory. for
cvery tragedy there were countless
happy memories

One of the most popular places
for the local kids 1o hang out was
Stewart’s A&W Root Beer drive-in,
where Ots Family Restaurant now
stands, Kingston said. Stewart's
offered car hop service Jackie
would often go to the Colony movie
theater in Beach Haven, now the
site. of Tuckerton Lumber Co. at
100 North Bay Ave. She recalled
seeing a Bill Haley and His Comets
picture there in 1956 with some of
her friends: “We were singing and

we almost gol kicked oul,” she sand.

Then there was the bowling alley at
the site of the present-day Dave's TV and
Applisnce Center: And the roller skating
rink that used to be where the Manahawkin
Flea Market 1s now. The annual Lifeguard
Balls - formal events for the beach ?ltml_i_s
~ were always fun, memorable affairs for
the Island's young people.

After so many years in the restaurant
serving the tourists, the Sparkses have
observed firsthand the familiar, repetitive
cycle that seems to follow the same Kind
of arc each year, ushering in “a whole
different crowd” with each summer month,
Jackie said. In the sprngtime, 11's just the

ocals commg in for laidback meals and

friendly conversation. The traffic volume
builds from Memonal Day to the Fuurlh
of July, followed by s mther noisy month,
full of cellege kids, weekenders 'I:IL p:rmfr
people. In August. by comparnison, the vibe
on the Island I:E:ns to calm and mellow. By
Septernber, when the weather is the most
temperate and the occan has wirmed up,
the population wanes, settling back down

asking for high chairs.

becn important to the Sparks
some point.in the “70s When they starfed
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Because preserving history has ﬂh"ﬂ!:

SANDS OF TIME: With passiens for fishing, cooking amd u:d'{pm\tq*, Haoward M[ﬁp
left) was seemingly destined to operate u seafood restaurant. K mgnun_;‘s};urt:‘W; rew
up in his family s restaurant business and took over for his dad when he passed hlw]"ﬁl

1966, Having stood the test of 60 years, Howard's remains "W"’Wﬁm%; ;

thinking about redecorating lhcwal]saf s

enfarged. with help from Carl Van Thulin of Ly

hud so many old pictures, they would lend some to the Lo

Island Historical Society, Jackie said, _

Looking back, the Island's streets were dotted

hittle cortages.” she remarked. All those years ago, there s 8
public bus scrvice but i home mail delivery: she would walk the
18 blocks from Peahala Park to the post office in Beach H wen
Crest to pick up the mail. But the milkman and the bread mas

made regular rounds. 5 5l N

[f any one thing in pamﬁlllr.--l,t_.%t!ﬁt oul as the Bow,
difference berween the Long Beach Island of the 1956
and today, Jackic sug he freedo
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ss kids, as compared lo the mumber of rules a
the end of the street,"shesad.
- “You could congregate” and nor get in frouble
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up to spend more lime doing what they enjoy: Kn

restaurant, Jay e
both love to travel and
Kingston said. |
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